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In 1980 Ernie and | met and there was an instant
chemistry and 30 years later what a journey it has
been! | often relate it to an exciting rollercoaster ride
(sometimes strapped in and sometimes not) and how
quickly the time has gone by!

We have been blessed and very fortunate in having a
fantastic partnership which has stood the test of time.
We have learned and gained so much from each other
and sharing an office for the past 27 years in itself, is a
great achievement and something we have both enjoyed
due to the constant interaction and communication.

We have shared both good times and bad times and
made huge sacrifices along the way but it has all been
worth it. Neither of us has any regrets and given the
opportunity, would do it all again.

BED was founded on simple philosophies of trust,
respect and mutual understanding. Pride, passion and
the fact that everybody is equally important, has a

say. We never wanted a company of nodding dogs and
we never got any. We created a sense of belonging,
ensuring that everybody felt part of the BED team and
family, encouraging staff to be creative and have fun, as

after all, we spend more time at work than at home.
Our staff has always, and will always be our greatest
asset.

So how do we measure success?

We measure success in that we have a great working
environment, happy committed staff and a spirit and

vibe in all operations that has been noticed and felt by
many outsiders, customers and suppliers alike.

In 27 years we have never retrenched a single staff
member and hope that we will never have to. We have
tried not to participate in the recession but the last 2
years have been extremely tough and trading conditions
have been difficult.

Volumes have decreased and margins have been
under pressure. The Rand has strengthened which

has hampered exports and encouraged more imports,
taking away production and jobs from local companies
which is a huge concern and further adds to our
unemployment problem.

Our government is still trying to find its feet and

bribery and corruption seems to be the order of the
day. However, we are still optimistic about the future

of our great country. We have been through so much
and our rainbow nation has come through it all. We are
a diverse, interesting, wonderful nation with so much
potential and when everything falls into place we will be
unstoppable.

Despite everything going on around us, we at BED have
managed to keep our heads above water - sometimes
swallowing a bit and spitting out. We embarked on

a policy of continual improvement some years ago

and continually look at the Group through positive

but critical eyes. We have improved systems and
procedures and very importantly we are working very
hard towards service excellence. This is starting to filter
through and we are definitely starting to feel the effect
of our perseverance.

This year we opened in Cape Town, Ellisras, Middelburg
and Bloemfontein. We moved into new premises in
Secunda and Steelpoort and entered the hire market

in Rustenburg. Our Bearing divisions in Klerksdorp

and Welkom continue to grow steadily with a further
one coming on stream in Rustenburg shortly. The BTA
operations in Klerksdorp and Linbro continue to hold
their own and we have plans in future to expand upon
this concept.

Ernie and | would like to take this opportunity to thank
each other for everything we have done and meant to
each other over the past 27 years.

We would like to thank all Directors and staff for their
loyalty, dedication and commitment to BED. It has been
both an honour and privilege leading such a great team.

We would also like to thank all our customers and
suppliers for all their ongoing support.

Lastly, we thank our wives and families for their
unconditional love, understanding and support. We
know and appreciate the sacrifices that were made
along the way and that at times BED has been put ahead
of everything else.

We are now entering a new era at BED and we will face
many challenges but we know that we will all rise to the
occasion and deliver.

Thank you all once again.

May you and all your families have a blessed Christmas
and a healthy prosperous New Year!
Travel safely and we look forward with anticipation to
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Mike and Ernie

Growing up:

Born in Germiston
10/11/1945 and is
the 2nd eldest of 8
children. He grew
up on the West
Rand.

= Ernie’s career:
From school he started his working career at Hillman
Bros in Krugersdorp and then moved to EW Tarry in
Durban doing counter sales. Later, Ernie went on to
Newclare Smelting and worked his way up to become
a very successful sales rep. When NS closed became
Sales Manager at CD Meyersfeld before founding BED
with Mike in November 1983.

His family: Ernie is a family man, married to Dawn and
they have 4 children - Philip, Gary, Neville and Cara.

He also has 5 Grandchildren (7 if you add Cara’s 2 dogs
which he spoils rotten!)

Interests: Wine whisky and song! His favourite wine is
Ernie Els Signature wine; whisky, Bell’s Special Reserve
and song, well it’ll have to be Celine!

He also loves Italian food but is a disciplined eater - no
yellow cheese please!

Ernie loves sport and enjoys playing golf, used to be a
keen runner and has taken up playing snooker again.

In each newsletter, we will be featuring profiles of some our team. It goes without saying that Ernie’s is the first to be highlighted.

ERNEST HENRY GEORGE BARNETT AKA SAMPIE OR EHGB THE CAT!

R & R : Ernie enjoys some rest & relaxation at
Pennington but also loves to travel. He'd like to

visit Tuscany in Italy and Delville Wood where his
Grandfather was one of the soldiers that survived the
battle.

Favourite Rugby team: Go Sharks!

Music: Celine Dion, Andrea Bocelli, Neil Diamond, Josh
Groban and Sarah Brightman but his highlight was when
he saw Celine in concert for his 60th birthday.

Movies: Dances with Wolves (Dawn says he can't count
how many times he’s watched it!)



TEAM PROFILES

ANSA VAN DER MERWE

Name: Ansa van der Merwe, Maiden name Bothma

Nickname: | was called ‘Bouts’ at university due to
my surname but since my children it is “Maaaaaaa -
we need!!”

Department: BED Health & Safety
Branch: Wadeville

What do you do at BED? Cleopas, Adri and | run the
Health & Safety department for the group

How long have you been with BED for? | started in
February this year

Do you have any interesting hobbies or interests?

| love my golf - I'm a social golfer and | play off a very
difficult handicap of 17. I also do love the outdoors,
camping and woodcarving.

Tell us a bit about your family? I'm the eldest of 3
children — | have a sister & brother. | have 2 boys who
are both at university.

Tell us something about your experience, career
and/or studies? | studied a BCom at the University of
Potchefstroom (PUK). My first job was at Nedbank in
Klerksdorp - most boring job ever!

| then moved in to insurance where | learned the
“truth” of selling and then on to Senwes. In 2000 |
was employed by Twinco where Afrox bought us out
and it was then that | really started getting involved in
PPE and have loved it ever since.

Beach or Bush? Both specially on the golf course

Spring, Summer, Autumn or Winter? Spring and
Summer

Favourite Rughy team? Stormers and barefoot rugby

Rock or Classical? | do like any music - it must fit
the mood

Favourite movie? The Jungle Book and Pretty
Woman

Fact, Fiction or | don’t have time to read? Fiction
more than fact

The Health & Safety department started out with har-
nesses a couple of years ago and has now grown to a
fully fledged Health & Safety department. BED Health
& Safety is a small division with a dedicated team
who are passionate about PPE (Personal Protective
Equipment) which is rarely found.

Our Mission: “To supply the best service & product at
the best price within a good lead time.”

Our Vision: “To become one of the best distributors
by securing permanent growth within the group;
continuously gain new customers and improve our
service to our existing customers.”
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CRAIG BISTER

Name: Craig Bister

Nickname : GPS

Department: BED Welding Division
Branch: Wadeville

What do you do at BED? Welding Division Manager
for BED Group

How long have you been with BED for? Going on 1
year

Do you have any interesting hobbies or interests?
My Hobbies are cycling & | have a special interest
in Motocross which | took part in competitively

for a number of years. | also enjoy camping & the
outdoors.

Tell us a bit about your family?
| am married to Sharron with 3 sons - twins of 16 yrs
and my youngest is almost 6.

Tell us something about your experience, career
and/or studies? | have been involved in the welding
industry for the past 20 years & have been fortunate
to have received training in Germany, Switzerland,
UK, Poland & Italy in specialized welding processes
& applications, equipment & consumables. | am
passionate about the welding industry and am proud
to be part of the BED Family.

Beach or Bush? Beach

Spring, Summer, Autumn or Winter? Summer
Favourite Rugby team? Blue Bulls

Rock or Classical? Rock

Favourite movie? Entrapment

Fact, Fiction or | don’t have time to read? Fact

BED Welding Division “Mission”

To be the preferred supplier of Welding Equipment
and Consumables that exceed customer expectations
and are priced and delivered competitively & to
conduct business with integrity, honesty, trust and
respect. Continually provide value to and improving
the well being of our customers, employees, owners
& suppliers.

BED Welding Division “Vision” 2011

BED Welding Division goal is to be the leader in
providing welding equipment and consumables to the
Engineering Industry where the customer is the focus
of our actions. Customer satisfaction and product
quality are the principles we follow.

We ask that our employees work together to
continually improve on processes. Suppliers are

partners that stand for delivery reliability, quality and
flexibility.

Continue to increase the sales in the BED
Welding Division by transfer of Knowledge &
Know How to empower the BED Sales Team,
KNOWLEDGE=POWER=CONFIDENCE

F = FOLLOW
0 = ONE

C = COURSE
U = UNTIL

S = SUCCESSFUL

EARLE HOLMES

Name: Earle Holmes

Department: BED Tool division

Branch: Wadeville

What do you do at BED? | manage the tool division
How long have you been with BED for? 9yrs

Do you have any interesting hobbies or interests?
Water sports and sailing

Tell us a bit about your family?
Married with two girls - Maxine & Caitlyn

Tell us something about your experience, career

and/or studies? Been in the tool game for the past
18yrs and enjoy learning something new every day.

Beach or Bush? Beach

Spring, Summer, Autumn or Winter? Summer
Favourite Rugby team? Sharks

Rock or Classical? All kinds of music

Fact, Fiction or | don’t have time to read? Fiction

BED Tooling Division

Our mission is to be the one-stop tools and
accessories supplier our customers can rely on,
making us the vendor of choice in power tools and
accessories.

Our vision is to lead the way in bringing power tools
and accessories to our customers with quality
products and back-up customer service being a major
focus.

In addition, we are committed to delivering on
our promises in order to meet our customers
requirements.

COME TO BED FOR BOLTS



teesselsoen! e € bolokesegileng ya knunulugo!
Wanaotaka wewe na familia yako na furaha na salama Sikungwenelela nosapho Ilwakho iiholide zehlobo
sherehe msimu! ezikhuselekileyo!

Team Gauteng

CONGRATULATIONS LUt oo

Jan Viljoen
who won the
businessman

Congratulations to the following members of our team who have been appointed as directors:

BED Import and Finance - Mitesh Gulab BED Free State - Tony De Gouveia of the year in

BED Holdings Tool Division -  Earle Holmes BED Platinum Province - Louis Van Onselen Klerksdorp for

BED North West Province - Pieter Joubert, Mass Hire - Abrie Kruger thie Second time
Pieter Cilliers, lan Lloyd BED Steelpoort - Marc Jewitt

Tel : 011 824 7500 | Fax : 086 681 786 | Web : www.bolteng.co.za







